
Sanitar y Landfill Re commen ded 

Th e City has been con t emp l a ting the replacement of the present du mp with a san
itar y land fill ope r ation . This move is encouraged by the North Carolina State Board 
o f Health, which con d emns du mps as breeding grounds for fl i es, mosq uito es, cockroaches, 
and rat s and t he diseases t ha t t hey carry. 

Th e sanitary land fill is a special proce dur e for daily burial of unseparated 
refuse. Describing the sanitary landfill as "th e cheapes t satisfactory me thod of 
r e fus e disposal for ci tie s with population un d er 1 00 , 000", t he State Board lists 
t hese advantages of th e l an dfill me t ho d; 

1. No breeding places for insects o r r o d en ts are created . 
2. Fire hazards are e liminated. 
3. Smoke and o d or s do not r e sult from the operation. 
4. It i s not necessary t o sepa r ate the t ypes of ma t erial . This per mits the 

combined collect ion o f all refuse. 
5. The beauty of t he lan ds cape i s not adve rsel y affec t ed. 
6 . Adjacent pr ope rt y values are no t diminished. 
7 . Rec l ama ti on of u s eless lan d is frequently possible to provide s it es for 

p l ayg r oun ds, parkin g lots an d other purposes. 
8 . Lack of uniformit y in th e quantity of refu se di sposed of dail y d oes not 

interfere wit h efficien t operation. 
9 . Landfill area can be put i n t o operation quickly. 

1 0 . Shorter hauls are usuall y possible. 

T he details o f the sani t a r y lan d fill operation may va r y to fit the particular 
site and the equipment used, but essentially th e metho d consists of having the refus e 
truck dump their lo ads into trenches du g through a small part of the site. A t the 
en d of the working d ay, a member of a truck crew drives a crawler tracter ove r the 
refuse t o compact it, then covers it wi th a la ye r of earth which in turn is compacted . 
T he coverin~ of earth provides a dog, ins ec t, r at, and o dor-proof barrier. The com
pactin g process eliminates the possibility of the ground sinking after rainfall and 
r e duces th e amount of land required to handle th e refus e. 

1. Equipment: T he St a te Board of Health says that for communities of 5, 000 
population or mo r e "heavy crawler - t y pe tr actors", equipped with clam-like 
devices for scooping up and carrying earth, are usually the best adapted. 
Experien ce indicates that for populations up to 15,000 such a unit with a 
capacity of 1 cubic yar d is sufficient. "For populations of 15,000 to 
30,000, one unit of 2 cubic ya rds capaci t y should be purchased." If con
sulted, the Sanitary E n g ineerin g Di vision o f the State Board will direct 
local authorities to vendors of suitable r ebuil t tr actors which cost con-
side r ably less t han new equipment . 43 


